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Let us justify this view of ours. It is a matter of common obser-
vation that what we have won can be retained only by the same means
through which it was got. What is won by force can be retained by
force alone. A tiger seizes its prey by force, and retains it through force.
Those who are forcibly locked up in gaol are kept there by force. The
territories acquired by emperors by use offeree are retained by force. In
the same manner, what is gained by love can be retained only by love.
The mother feels great love for the child in her womb and rears it
with the same love afterwards. Its punishment while yet a child
should not be interpreted as use of force. There are also instances
where a mother has lost a child altogether because she stopped loving
it for some reason. Similarly what we have gained by satyagraha can
be retained only through satyagraha. When satyagraha is given up,
we may be sure that the gains will also be lost. Moreover, it is unlikely
that one will succeed in retaining through physical force what one
gained by satyagraha. Suppose Indians wish to retain by force the
fruits of victory won through satyagraha. Even a child can see that,
if Indians resort to force, they can be crushed within the minute.
Likewise, if we abandon satyagraha and go on as we did before, what
we have gained may be lost.
These examples serve to show that satyagraha is really an attitude
of mind. He who has attained to the satyagrahic state of mind will
remain ever victorious, at all times and places and under all condi-
tions irrespective of whether it is a government or a people that he
opposes, whether they be strangers, friends or relatives.
It is only because we do not appreciate the marvel of satyagraha
that we live in India as ,a poor and cowardly race, not only in our rela-
tions with the Government but in our personal relations as well Cer-
tain customs which are palpably evil are kept alive in our country
mainly because we lack in [the spirit of] satyagraha. Though well
aware that certain customs are bad, we do very little to end them either
because of fear, laziness or undue regard for others.
Before concluding, let me refer to the latest instance. When the
whites held an anti-Indian meeting in Pretoria Town Hall, there were
only four whites to speak in our favour. They were thus four against
a thousand. But the four were brave enough to express their views in
the face of a chorus of abuse from the crowd. In the event, their satya-
graha considerably detracted from the importance of the meeting and
turned it into a menagerie.
We urge every Indian to follow these ideas carefully. Those who do
will learn the true nature of our success and find themselves equal to the
tasks which the Indian community has to face,
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